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INTRODUCTION 
1. This submission to the Human Rights Council for the 2025 Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 

of the United States (U.S.) is a joint report from a coalition of 23 U.S.-based, non-profit 
organizations that defend the human rights of non-citizens. The information presented shows 
that the U.S. has failed to meaningfully address Member States’ 2020 UPR recommendations 
to the U.S. to remedy human rights violations of non-citizens.1 Instead, the U.S. continues to 
violate the human rights of non-citizens through mass detention, denial of due process, abusive 
and discriminatory policing, labor exploitation, and suppression of civic space.  

 

2. We respectfully urge the Human Rights Council to direct international attention to the rapidly 
deteriorating human rights situation of non-citizens in the U.S. and to call for solidarity with 
immigrants enduring ongoing abuses at the hands of U.S. officials. 

 

I. MASS DETENTION 
 

3. The U.S. wields the world’s largest immigrant incarceration system to punish people for 
migrating and to deter future immigration.2 Non-citizens in detention, including children and 
families, endure abusive conditions of confinement at both border and interior detention sites.  

Open Air Border Detention Sites 
4. The U.S. federal agency, Customs and Border Protection (CBP), operates makeshift Open Air 

Detention Sites (OADS) along the U.S.-Mexico border to indefinitely detain non-citizens, 
including pregnant women and children.3 Mostly Latin American, Asian, African, and 
Indigenous people endure deplorable conditions in OADS, with no shelter or protection from 
the elements. 4 OADS conditions are unsanitary, with no permanent toilets or showers.5 People 
are forced to shelter in portable toilets and dumpsters.6 Volunteers provide basic supplies, as 
CBP offers little food or water.7 In February 2024, lawyers in a U.S. federal court lawsuit filed 
a motion to enforce legal protections for children in immigration detention, leading to a 
decrease in OADS detentions.8 However, CBP has taken no action to permanently end OADS.9 

 

Deadly and Abusive Interior Immigration Detention 
5. The U.S. federal agency Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) uses local and state 

jails, privately operated detention centers, open-air tent facilities, and military bases to detain 
non-citizens in punishing conditions designed to coerce them into accepting deportation. Over 
90% of U.S. immigration detention is run by private prison companies, incentivized to 
maximize profits from public funds by understaffing facilities, denying minimally nutritious 
food and sanitation, and coercing manual labor from detained people.10 

 

6. People detained experience torture and fatal medical neglect.11 Between 2018 and 2023, ICE 
oversaw more than 14,000 placements in solitary confinement, used disproportionately against 
people in mental health distress.12 At least 51 people in ICE detention facilities have died since 
FY 2020,13 with deaths by alleged suicide increasing 11-fold in 2020 compared to the prior 10-
year average.14 Independent medical experts found that 95% of all 52 reported deaths in 
immigration detention between 2017 and 2021 were preventable or possibly preventable if ICE 
had provided clinically appropriate medical care.15  

 
7. The U.S. denies due process to people in immigration detention. It limits access to legal counsel 

though excessive limits on visiting hours and telephone use.16 As a result, only 13% of people 
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in detention are granted relief in their deportation proceedings, versus 69% of individuals 
outside of detention.17 It incarcerates over half of the detained population in indefinite, 
mandatory immigration detention pending a final decision in deportation proceedings, with no 
opportunity for individualized review of the need for detention.18 In January 2025, the U.S.  
dramatically expanded mandatory immigration detention with federal legislation that subjects 
people merely accused of crimes like shoplifting to mandatory immigration detention,19 relying 
on racially discriminatory policing.20 

 

8. The rapid expansion of the detained population has led to overcrowding in packed cells, forcing 
detained people to sleep on floors.21 The current U.S. government’s goal of “deporting millions 
of people”22 has led to the detention of over 47,000 people in a detention infrastructure with a 
maximum capacity of 41,500.23 To expand detention capacity, the U.S. now incarcerates 
immigrants facing deportation in federal prisons designed for punitive purposes, temporary 
processing sites unequipped for long-term detention, and detention centers previously 
shuttered due to documented human rights abuses.24  

 

9. The U.S. also uses geographically isolated detention facilities to disappear politically 
disfavored non-citizens, including in retaliation for political speech.25 In 2025, the U.S. 
transferred detained Venezuelans to Guantanamo Bay, a notorious black-hole prison site where 
people are hidden from public view and denied access to legal counsel.26 The U.S. also utilizes 
remote facilities in Louisiana and Texas to disappear political protestors, including university 
students who peacefully protested the genocide of Palestinians.27  

 

Detention of Children  
10. The U.S. detains non-citizen children in abusive conditions of confinement in both border and 

interior detention centers. In the interior, the U.S. operates the Karnes and Dilley family 
detention centers, prior sites of death, abuse, and psychological harm of children.28 

 

11. At border detention facilities, the U.S. punishes children for migrating with abusive conditions 
of confinement. Under a 1997 U.S. federal court settlement of a lawsuit challenging detention 
of children called the Flores Settlement Agreement, the U.S. is bound to protect children held 
in federal immigration custody.29 In 2022, the U.S.’ persistent failure to improve treatment of 
children in border detention resulted in a new settlement mandating improvements in housing, 
medical care, and family unification.30 Subsequent monitoring documented routine separation 
of children from parents and trusted family members, medical failures, lack of access to legal 
counsel and clean and warm clothing, and limited or no child-friendly activities, recreation, or 
trauma-informed care for prolonged periods of detention.31 In January 2024, a U.S. federal 
court extended the settlement after the death of a child in CBP custody.32 

 

12. Recommendations: 
● Eliminate Open Air Detention Sites. 
● Investigate and prevent systemic abuse of people in immigration detention and 

unaccompanied children in federal custody.  
● End government contracts with private prison companies to operate for-profit 

immigration detention facilities in the U.S. and ban new contracts. 
● End immigration detention and implement community-based alternatives. 
● End detention of immigrant families and children. Ban transfer to adult detention of 

unaccompanied children who turn 18 in government custody.  
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● Safely reunify unaccompanied children in government custody with family and end 
surveillance of those families.  

● Ratify the Convention on the Rights of the Child and implement due protections from 
detention for immigrant children. 

● Abolish solitary confinement in immigration detention. 
● Ensure medical care for detained people, particularly for people with disabilities and 

mental health conditions and people who are pregnant, postpartum, and LGBTQ+. 
● Ensure access to counsel, communication with family, and transparency as to detained 

people’s whereabouts in all confinement settings in the prevention of enforced 
disappearances. 

● End use of the military and its bases, personnel, and equipment to process deportations 
and/or transfers to third countries. 

● End the arbitrary detention of stateless persons who cannot be deported. 
● Repeal mandatory detention laws that rely on racially discriminatory policing to subject 

people to mandatory immigration detention. 
 

II. DENIAL OF DUE PROCESS 
 

13. The U.S. denies non-citizens due process in immigration decisions concerning non-
refoulement, deportation, entry, and residence. Denials of due process occur through bans on 
asylum and refugee status, summary deportations, and denials of entry and residence due to 
racial and national origin discrimination. 

 

• ASYLUM AND REFUGEE BANS 
 

14. The U.S. uses physical pushbacks across the U.S.-Mexico border, regulatory and executive 
bans on asylum, and chain refoulement via transfers to third countries constituting enforced 
disappearances to deny humanitarian protection due under international human rights law.33 

 

Pushbacks 
15. The U.S. has systematically pushed people back across the U.S.-Mexico border without first 

screening for non-refoulement protection, including under the Migrant Protection Protocols 
(MPP) and Title 42. Reinstated in January 2025, MPP forces asylum seekers to await U.S. 
immigration proceedings in precarious conditions in Mexico.34 Over 2,500 attacks on people 
enrolled in MPP during its first iteration and over 13,000 attacks on migrants stranded in or 
expelled to Mexico under Title 42 have been documented, including kidnappings, rapes, and 
assaults by Mexican officials, often in collusion with cartels.35  

 

Regulatory and executive bans on asylum 
16. In a series of regulations and executive proclamations, the U.S. systematically denies non-

refoulement protection to non-citizens.36 Examples include: 
 

• A May 2023 regulation that bans asylum for those who did not apply for asylum 
in a third country through which they transited and entered the United States 
without first obtaining an appointment with border officials through CBP One, a 
government mobile phone application available in limited languages.37  
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• A June 2024 regulation (finalized in October 2024) that suspends entry and bans 
asylum for those who did not first obtain an appointment with border officials 
through CBP One, a government mobile phone application.38  

• The June 2024 regulation finalized in October also authorizes summary 
deportation without affirmatively asking a person if they fear return to determine 
if they must be screened for protection.39 

• A January 2025 presidential proclamation that declares a “migrant invasion” and 
suspends entry at the U.S.-Mexico border for those without a valid visa and bans 
asylum and other humanitarian protections.40  

• A February 2025 report that the U.S. plans to revive summary expulsion of non-
citizens under the public health law Title 42, declaring unauthorized immigration 
a public health risk that spreads diseases like tuberculosis.41 

  

17. Over 18,000 instances of kidnapping, murder, torture, rape, and other serious harms against 
asylum seekers and migrants turned away at the U.S. border or stranded in Mexico have been 
documented under MPP, Title 42, and asylum bans.42  

 

Third-country expulsions 
18. The U.S. uses third-country expulsions to effect chain refoulement of non-citizens and to 

affirmatively place them in danger of kidnapping, violence, and enforced disappearances. 
Through negotiated agreements with Mexico, Costa Rica, Panama, and El Salvador, the U.S. 
has transferred hundreds of asylum seekers and other immigrants to third countries, where they 
face imprisonment, torture, enforced disappearances, onward refoulment, denial of due 
process, and other human rights abuses.43 Under U.S. influence, third countries have subjected 
deported asylum seekers to cruel and degrading conditions of confinement, lack of medical 
care, and isolation from legal assistance.44 The U.S. recently began disappearing Venezuelan 
migrants to a prison in El Salvador, including under the Alien Enemies Act, where people are 
routinely tortured and abused, as discussed further below. 

 

Bans on refugee processing and admissions 
19. In January 2025, the U.S. suspended the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program by executive order 

and subsequent administrative agency actions, indefinitely halting the processing of refugee 
applications and entry of all refugees.45 Forthcoming increased vetting measures announced 
by executive order single out refugees and stateless people—who are already heavily vetted—
for heightened scrutiny.46 Despite a federal court ruling enjoining implementation of the ban, 
the administration has made no meaningful efforts to resume refugee processing or restore 
necessary funding.47  

 

The Alien Enemies Act 
20. Under the Alien Enemies Act, originally passed in 1798, the U.S. president is claiming 

authority to summarily deport non-citizens. The U.S. Congress granted this constitutionally 
dubious authority for use only in times of “declared war” or when a foreign government 
threatens or undertakes an “invasion” or “predatory incursion” against U.S. territory.48 In 
March 2025, the U.S. invoked the Alien Enemies Act to abduct Venezuelans, many with 
pending asylum applications, and send them to El Salvador upon mere accusations of gang 
membership,49 in violation of a federal court order enjoining their deportation.50 In El Salvador, 
the deported Venezuelans were tortured and held in indefinite detention in a prison that a 
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former member of the U.N. Subcommittee on the Prevention of Torture described as a 
“concrete and steel pit” used “to dispose of people without formally applying the death 
penalty.”51  

 

Summary deportations under expedited removal 
21. Under expedited removal, Congress authorized the executive to summarily deport people 

arriving at ports of entry and those in the U.S. who entered within the previous two years.52 
Since the statute’s enactment in 1996, the U.S. had voluntarily limited enforcement due to 
concerns that expedited removal deprives non-citizens of due process. Those voluntary limits 
have now been revoked. In 2024, the U.S. eliminated a longstanding requirement that officials 
affirmatively ask people in expedited removal if they fear return before summarily deporting 
them.53 Now, the U.S. summarily removes an asylum seeker unless he or she affirmatively 
declares a fear of removal, also known as the “shout test.”54 In January 2025, the U.S. rescinded 
geographic and time limits to the enforcement of expedited removal.55 Expedited removal 
typically occurs in immigration detention, where non-citizens are denied access to counsel, 
translation and interpretation, and meaningful judicial review.56 

 

•  DISCRIMINATORY BANS ON ENTRY AND RESIDENCE 
 

22. The U.S. discriminates on the basis of race, religion, and national origin in provision of 
immigration benefits, denying politically disfavored groups entry and continued residence.  

 

Discriminatory entry bans 
23. The U.S. discriminates against Muslim and African peoples through bans on entry that target 

and discriminate on the basis of national origin under the pretext of unfounded national security 
grounds.57 The January 2025 executive order Protecting the U.S. from Foreign Terrorists and 
Other National Security and Public Safety Threats resurrects the specter of previous Muslim 
and African bans and seemingly expands their scope,58 in violation of international non-
discrimination laws.59 Under these bans, the U.S. has already retroactively revoked U.S. 
student visas for Libyans and previously admitted visa holders are now at risk of deportation.60 
The harms of bans are concrete and considerable. Previous bans resulted in the denial of over 
40,000 visas and caused a 94% drop in Muslim refugee admissions between January and 
November 2017 alone.61 New restrictions will inflict family separation based on national 
origin62 and harm tens of thousands of people, including previously vetted Afghan refugees 
and Special Immigrant Visa holders, leaving them vulnerable to retaliation by the Taliban.63 

 

Discriminatory denial of citizenship  
24. The U.S. has proposed to end jus solis citizenship through executive action, even though U.S. 

federal courts have held it to be enshrined in the U.S. Constitution’s Fourteenth Amendment.64 
A January 2025 executive order directs the federal government not to issue U.S. passports or 
to accept as proof of citizenship U.S. birth certificates of children born to a mother with 
temporary or no immigration status and a father who is not a U.S. citizen or lawful permanent 
resident. The policy discriminates against U.S.-born children of many asylum seekers, asylees, 
and other immigrants present on long-term visas based on their parents’ national origin. It will 
inevitably lead to statelessness for children born to parents with temporary or undocumented 
status. Litigation has suspended enforcement of the executive order, but a final decision on its 
legality is pending before U.S. courts.65  
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Discriminatory refusal to protect stateless people 
25. The U.S. refuses to ratify the statelessness conventions, has no unified domestic definition of 

statelessness, and lacks reliable procedures for identifying or protecting stateless persons. An 
estimated 200,000 stateless people reside in the U.S., including Palestinians, Rohingya from 
Myanmar, Haitians from the Dominican Republic, Black Mauritanians, and Bedoons from 
Kuwait. Many are undocumented, unable to obtain lawful status or depart from the U.S. 
without risking permanent banishment.66 Those ordered deported are vulnerable to prolonged 
immigration detention, denial of work authorization or ability to travel internationally, and 
family separation.67 The U.S. has adopted a policy to consider the discretionary relevance of 
statelessness for purposes of immigration benefits, but lacks specific, mandatory protections 
for stateless people.68  

 

Discriminatory revocation of permissions to legally reside in the U.S.   
26. The U.S. has terminated humanitarian protection for over half a million immigrants from Cuba, 

Haiti, Nicaragua, and Venezuela (the CHNV humanitarian parole program), people largely of 
African, Indigenous, and Mestizo descent. It has also ended temporary protected status for 
certain Venezuelans and Haitians.69 At the time of this writing, the termination of the CHNV 
program and TPS programs are being challenged in U.S. federal courts as arbitrary and racially 
discriminatory actions in violation of due process provisions of the U.S. Constitution.70   

 

27. Recommendations: 
● Rescind the bans suspending asylum and refugee admissions and processing. 
● Terminate the Migrant Protection Protocols program. 
● Restore access and funding to the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program.  
● Immediately halt transfers and removals of non-citizens to third countries. 
● End unlawful use of the Alien Enemies Act to subvert domestic and international human 

rights obligations. 
● Remedy the chronic under-staffing of asylum officers and immigration court staff. 
● End expedited removal.  
● Ensure due process in immigration adjudications, including a hearing, counsel, 

interpretation, disability accommodations, and consideration of trauma history.  
● Ensure ongoing recognition of jus solis citizenship as mandated by the U.S. Constitution.  
● Ratify and fully implement the 1954 Convention Relating to the Status of Stateless 

Persons, the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness, and core human 
rights treaties.  

● Adopt a domestic definition of statelessness in line with Article 1 of the 1954 
Convention Relating to the Status of Stateless Persons. 

● Implement the Stateless Protection Act of 2024. 
● Cease arbitrary, discriminatory denaturalization processes and ensure procedural 

safeguards for equal citizenship rights of all naturalized U.S. citizens. 
● Establish a fair, effective, and accessible statelessness determination procedure. 

While status is pending, provide stateless persons with an identity, work 
authorization, access to an international travel document, and pathways to facilitated 
naturalization. 

● Remediate bias motivated by race, sexuality, or gender in decisions to revoke or grant 
humanitarian immigration benefits. 
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● End discriminatory enhanced vetting of non-citizens based on religion, race, national 
origin, or political ideology as a basis for denying entry or for revoking visas.  

 

III. ABUSIVE IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT 
 

28. The U.S. uses deception, unwarranted intrusions on privacy, and excessive force to police non-
citizens, both in the interior of the country and at the U.S.-Mexico border. It also encourages 
impunity by refusing to hold immigration officials accountable for human rights violations. 

 

Deception and invasions of privacy in interior enforcement 
29. The U.S. uses deception to avoid search warrant requirements when making immigration 

arrests. Immigration and Customs (ICE) officials pose as occupational safety inspectors, family 
members, and local police requesting assistance with a criminal investigation to gain entry into 
homes without a warrant or to lure people into public spaces for arrest.71 

 

30. The U.S. also employs unwarranted invasions of privacy to conduct immigration enforcement. 
In 2025, the U.S. rescinded a longstanding policy against immigration enforcement in 
hospitals, schools, and houses of worship.72 The U.S. has also published a regulation to create 
a national registry of non-citizens. Registration would require providing the government 
sensitive and personally identifiable information concerning non-citizens and their family 
members. Failure to register and carry proof of registration at all times would be a crime 
punishable by fines and jail.73 The U.S. previously used non-citizen registration during World 
War II to facilitate the detention of Japanese-Americans in internment camps.74 

 

Abuse and Killings by Border Agents and Border Militarization 
31. Since 2020, abuse and killings by U.S. border agents have surged. Customs and Border 

Protection (CBP), the largest U.S. law enforcement agency, uses racial profiling, illegal stops 
and searches, mistreatment, and excessive force to police non-citizens.75 The U.S. lacks 
reliable data on law enforcement fatalities and fails to report death-related incidents, but since 
January 2010, there have been at least 334 fatal encounters with CBP.76 In Border Patrol’s El 
Paso Sector, a recent report found “CBP is undercounting migrant deaths,” with advocates 
counting “as much as [...] four times as many deaths” than those reflected in CBP sources.77 
Over the past three years, border agents have used force against people over an average of 
1,000 times per year.78 Adults, families, and unaccompanied children in CBP custody report 
verbal and physical abuse, medical neglect, and lack of access to hygiene products.79 

 

32. U.S. state governments also engage in violent border policing. The state of Texas leads an 
independent state-led border enforcement effort called Operation Lone Star (OLS), staffed by 
10,000 agents of the National Guard (a state-based military force) and an undetermined number 
of Texas Department of Public Safety units.80 OLS agents push back asylum seekers at the 
U.S.-Mexico border with excessive force, shooting pepper spray and rubber balls at children 
and families and separating families.81 OLS agents have also installed concertina wire along 
100 miles of the Texas-Mexico border and floating buoys with razor write in the Rio Grande, 
the river separating Texas from Mexico, causing lacerations and wounds, including in 
children.82 OLS agents have killed 106 people and injured at least 301 in high-speed police 
pursuits between 2021 and February 2025.83  

 

33. Militarization of the border has also contributed to increased fatalities. Since 2020, the U.S. 
has expanded border wall construction at the U.S. southwestern border to over 740 miles, 
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appropriating much of the land used to construct it from nearly 400 private Texas landowners.84  
Because many sections of the wall have been raised from 10 to 30 feet, medical experts have 
observed an increase in severe spinal and brain injuries from border wall falls.85 U.S. Congress 
members are advocating for $35.8 billion more in funding for additional construction.86  

 

Lack of Accountability for Human Rights Violations 
34. Victims of killings by border agents and their families struggle to access justice in the U.S. due 

to legal standards at odds with international human rights law. Rather than observing 
international use of force standards of “necessity and proportionality,” the U.S. employs the 
deficient “objectively reasonable” standard.87  

 

35. The U.S. also lacks sufficient accountability mechanisms to address police violence. In March 
2025, the U.S. government fired the majority of staff in federal oversight bodies.88 A U.S. 
Government Accountability Office report found that CBP insulates agents from accountability 
with toothless internal investigations.89 The U.S. also shuttered the National Law Enforcement 
Accountability Database, deleting critical data tracking law enforcement misconduct, of which 
CBP was the second-largest contributor.90 To this date, Texas has not provided any 
accountability nor reparation mechanisms for the abuses against people on the move and border 
residents under Operation Lone Star. 

 

36. Recommendations: 
● Ensure impartial investigations of use of force by Customs and Border Protection.  
● Adopt the “necessary and proportional” standard for use of force and amend state and 

federal use of force policies to match international human rights standards. 
● Decommission the wall at the U.S.-Mexico border and address previous destruction of 

Indigenous sites, environmental degradation, and wall-related deaths. 
● Restore and ensure independent oversight by the Office for Civil Rights and Civil 

Liberties, Office of the Inspector General, and the Immigration Detention Ombudsman.  
● End collaboration between local and state police and Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement under 287(g) agreements.  
● Collect and assess disaggregated statistical data on race, ethnicity, and statelessness by 

federal immigration agencies. 
 

IV. LABOR EXPLOITATION 
 

37. The U.S. subjects non-citizen workers to wage theft, discrimination, unsafe working 
conditions, labor-based exploitation, and violence and fails to uphold the International 
Labour Organization’s fundamental principles and rights at work.91 

  

Wage Theft and Discrimination 
38. The U.S. denies comprehensive legal protections to migrant workers and fails to enforce 

domestic nondiscrimination laws.92 Temporary labor migration programs (TLMPs) and U.S. 
temporary work visa programs often lead to discriminatory wages and rights abuses.93 Twenty 
percent of California farm workers report wage theft.94 Fully 26% of TLMPs trap migrant 
workers in cycles of abuse and hinder access to remedies by tying immigration status to 
continued work in a practice dubbed by some as “close to slavery.”95 Employers found to 
violate the law, whether relating to wage and hour, labor, health and safety, discrimination, or 
civil rights laws, have still been allowed still to continue hiring workers under these programs. 
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The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights recently found that the U.S.’ actions and 
exploitation of undocumented workers violated the rights of non-citizen workers.96 

 

Unsafe Working Conditions 
39. The U.S. fails to protect non-citizen workers from unsafe workplace conditions. Latino and 

Hispanic workers are disproportionately injured in the workplace97 and 15% more likely to 
suffer fatal injuries than nationals.98 Central Americans face an even higher risk, as they are 
45% more likely to experience fatal accidents.99 Non-citizen workers are also vulnerable to 
unsafe working conditions caused by climate change, such as extreme heat, floods, and 
wildfires. In California, 90% of farmworkers are Latino, and many work in extreme conditions 
without proper rest breaks, water, sanitation, or protection like masks. Over 10% lack clean 
drinking water, 25% lack access to clean toilets and sanitation, 17% struggle to breathe due to 
smoke, and over 32% report not being given adequate protection such as masks or 
respirators.100 Fear of retaliation prevents many non-citizens from reporting unsafe conditions, 
with two-thirds fearing job loss or deportation. Private U.S. employers use threats of 
deportation to intimidate workers and prevent them from reporting labor violations. 78% of 
migrants reported that employers threaten to report them for deportation if they complain.101 

 

Exploitation and Risks of Human Trafficking 
40. Migrant domestic workers in the U.S. are not protected by labor laws and face high rates of 

abuse, exploitation, and violence.102 A study found that 67% of surveyed workers were paid 
below the state minimum wage, 65% lacked health insurance, and 25% averaged only 5 hours 
of sleep per night.103 They also face some of the highest rates of human trafficking in the U.S., 
with 85% of trafficking survivors reporting having wages withheld, 81% having lived in 
abusive living conditions, 78% facing threats of deportation from their employers, 77% having 
their movements restricted by employers, and 66% experiencing physical or sexual abuse.104 
Despite knowing that visa programs contribute to increasing levels of human trafficking of 
mostly women and ethnic minority domestic workers, U.S. officials have failed to take 
appropriate steps to prevent or protect them from exploitation and injury.105 

 

41. Recommendations: 
● Ratify and implement key international labor conventions on migrant workers, including 

Conventions No. 97, No. 143, No. 189 and their Recommendations, and the UN 
Convention on Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and their Families. 

● Eliminate workplace discrimination against non-citizens, regardless of status, ensuring 
equal treatment in wages and working conditions, including prohibition of recruitment 
fees and costs, regardless of status. 

● Ensure federal laws and regulations permit migrant workers in visa programs to change 
employers, and to leave lawbreaking employers without penalty, and to have immediate 
access to work authorization to ensure they can provide for themselves. 

● Ensure federal and state labor laws align with international standards, protecting all non-
citizen workers, including temporary ones, with fair wages, safe conditions, and 
pathways to permanent residence or citizenship.  

● Protect the right to freedom of association and collective bargaining for all non-citizen 
workers, regardless of occupation or status. 

● Improve labor inspections and increase inspectors, especially in occupations with high 
levels of migrant workers and in high-risk jobs like agriculture, construction, 
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manufacturing, and domestic work, with a firewall between immigration enforcement and 
labor inspection.  

● Ensure non-citizen workers have access to healthcare, social protection benefits, and 
portability of benefits, in line with international labor standards. 

 

V. SUPPRESSION OF CIVIC SPACE 
 

42. The U.S. suppresses civil society actors engaged in defense of immigrant and human rights, 
including both non-citizens and those working in support of non-citizens.  

 

Retaliation for political speech  
43. The U.S retaliates against non-citizens engaged in political speech with detention and 

deportation. In March 2025, the U.S. detained and initiated deportation proceedings against 
Mahmoud Khalil, a lawful permanent resident student activist who had organized protests 
against Israel’s military campaign in Gaza.106 U.S. officials claimed that Khalil’s political 
speech and previous work with the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) were 
a form of anti-Semitism that warranted his expulsion.107 The U.S. has since undertaken 
enforcement actions against at least seven other people because of their political speech.108 
U.S. officials have publicly threatened continued retaliation of non-citizens for expressing 
political opinions.109  

 

Attacks on civil society 
44. U.S. federal and state governments criminalize and suppress efforts to defend the human rights 

of non-citizens. The federal government is suing immigrant-protective states and localities to 
abolish sanctuary policies, which limit the cooperation of local law enforcement with federal 
immigration agencies and are a critical tool to protect immigrant communities from abusive 
federal policies.110 In March 2025, the federal government published a notice issuing its intent 
to criminally investigate civil society organizations that provide legal services to 
immigrants.111 

 

45. State governments suppress non-profit assistance to immigrant communities. In 2024, Texas 
opened criminal investigations into immigrant-serving non-profits on spurious charges of 
human trafficking and harboring undocumented immigrants.112 In June 2022, the Florida 
governor petitioned the state supreme court to empanel a statewide grand jury to investigate 
support for immigrants in Florida, creating fear among advocates, municipal employees, and 
immigrant rights attorneys.113 As of 2025, Florida’s governor has dramatically escalated threats 
of removal to local elected officials who represent immigrant communities and take positions 
aligned with them.114 These efforts to push human rights defenders into the shadows are 
concerning, particularly as efforts to support immigrant communities face growing 
criminalization.115 

 

46. Recommendations: 
● Provide sustained funding to humanitarian and community-based organizations operating 

along the U.S.-Mexico border and in the interior.  
● Repeal state laws like Alabama's SB 302 and Florida’s SB 2C that target human rights 

defenders and immigrants’ rights groups. 
● Cease federal attacks on sanctuary jurisdictions, affirming state and localities’ rights to 

refuse to cooperate with federal immigration enforcement. 
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1 UNHRC, Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review, U.S., ¶¶ 26.328; 
26.329; 26.333; 26.337, 26.338; 26.339 (15 December 2020) U.N. Doc. A/HRC/46/15 (calling 
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ANNEX I:  
Reporting Organizations 

 
Joint Submission of Coalition of Immigrant Rights Organizations to the  

United Nations Universal Periodic Review of the U.S. of America 
  

50th Session of the Universal Periodic Review - Fourth Cycle (November 3-14, 2025) 
 

April 7, 2025 
 
Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights 
1300 19th Street NW, Suite 750 
Washington, DC 20036 
https://rfkhumanrights.org/  
Contact Person: Sarah Decker, decker@rfkhumanrights.org  
 
We are a nonpartisan, not-for-profit organization that has worked to realize Robert F. Kennedy’s 
dream of a more just and peaceful world since 1968. In partnership with local activists, we 
advocate for key human rights issues, championing change makers and pursuing strategic litigation 
at home and around the world. And to ensure change that lasts, we foster a social-good approach 
to business and investment and educate millions of students about human rights and social justice.  
 
Joined By: 
 
Amnesty International USA 
311 W 43rd Street 
7th Floor 
New York, NY 10036 
https://www.amnestyusa.org/  
Contact Person: Amy Fischer, afischer@aiusa.org  
 
Amnesty International USA is the U.S. section of Amnesty International, the Nobel Peace Prize-
winning global movement of more than 10 million people who campaign for a world where 
human rights are enjoyed by all. The organization investigates and exposes abuses, educates and 
mobilizes the public, and works to protect people wherever justice, freedom, truth and dignity 
are denied. 
 
The Advocates for Human Rights (The Advocates) 
330 Second Avenue South, Suite 800 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
https://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/ 
Contact Person: Jennifer Prestholdt, jprestholdt@advrights.org  
 
The Advocates for Human Rights (The Advocates) is a volunteer-based non-governmental 
organization committed to the impartial promotion and protection of international human rights 
standards and the rule of law. Established in 1983, The Advocates conducts a range of programs 
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to promote human rights in the United States and around the world, including monitoring and 
fact finding, direct legal representation, education and training, and publications. The Advocates 
is the primary provider of free legal services to low-income asylum seekers in the Upper 
Midwest region of the United States, advocating for changes in United States immigration policy 
consistent with international human rights standards and obligations. 
 
Adelanto Visitation & Advocacy Network (AVAN) Immigrant Services 
Contact Person: Blanca Malpartida-Girard, blancamg2040@gmail.com  
 
AVAN Immigrant Services affirms the dignity and humanity of asylum seekers and other 
immigrants detained at the Adelanto ICE Processing Center in California. Standing in solidarity 
with them, we offer hope and ease the isolation of detention. Through case management, 
referrals to legal and non-legal resources, support for pro se litigants, and bond assistance, 
individuals gain the tools they need to navigate the legal and logistical challenges they face. 
Upon release, AVAN ensures they reach their destinations safely. 
 
Black Alliance for Just Immigration (BAJI) 
1368 Fulton St, Suite 311  
Brooklyn, NY 11216 
https://baji.org/ 
Contact Person: Ronald Claude, ronald@baji.org  
 
Black Alliance for Just Immigration (BAJI) was founded in April 2006 and is a racial justice and 
immigrant rights organization with offices in New York, Atlanta, Los Angeles, Miami, Oakland, 
and DC and members across the country. We educate and engage African American and Black 
immigrant communities to organize and advocate for racial, social, and economic justice. 
 
Center for Human Rights and Constitutional Law (CHRCL) 
1505 E 17th St. Suite 117 
Santa Ana, CA, 92705 
https://www.centerforhumanrights.org/  
Contact Person: Taylor Koehler, taylor@centerforhumanrights.org  
 
Founded in 1980, the Center for Human Rights and Constitutional Law (CHRCL) is a legal NGO 
committed to protecting and advancing the rights of immigrants through legal action, advocacy, 
and education. Through impact litigation, we challenge unlawful immigration policies to drive 
systemic change and establish stronger legal protections for immigrants. CHRCL, alongside co-
counsel, provides legal representation in Flores v. Meese (formerly Flores v. Reno), Case No. 
2:85-cv-4544-DMG-AGR. This landmark case resulted in the 1997 Flores Settlement Agreement 
(FSA), which established national minimum standards for the treatment, placement, and release 
of detained immigrant children. As part of its ongoing efforts to ensure compliance with the 
FSA, Flores Counsel actively monitors the government's adherence to its terms. 
 
Community Justice Project 
3000 Biscayne Blvd #106 
Miami, FL 33137 
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https://www.communityjusticeproject.com/  
Contact Person: Miriam Haskell, miriam@communityjusticeproject.com  
 
At Community Justice Project we are movement lawyers, researchers and artists supporting 
grassroots organizing for racial justice and human rights. We work collaboratively with 
community-based organizations and groups in order to shift power to the people. We are deeply 
and unapologetically committed to Black and brown communities organizing in Florida. 
 
Florence Immigrant & Refugee Rights Project (Florence Project) 
P.O. Box 86299 
Tucson, AZ 85754 
https://firrp.org/ 
Contact Person: Laura St. John, lstjohn@firrp.org  
 
Founded in 1989, the Florence Immigrant & Refugee Rights Project (Florence Project) is a non-
profit legal services organization and our mission is to provide free legal and social services to 
detained adults and children facing immigration removal proceedings in Arizona. On any given 
day, there are thousands of people detained and facing deportation proceedings in Arizona, 
including adults in rural immigration jails and unaccompanied children who are or were 
previously in the custody of the Office of Refugee Resettlement (“ORR”) in shelters. With no 
public defender structure in immigration removal proceedings, the vast majority of people facing 
removal are forced to go unrepresented in immigration court due to poverty or lack of access to 
counsel, this includes unaccompanied children who are in the country without a parent or legal 
guardian. The Florence Project’s vision is to ensure that all immigrants facing removal have 
access to counsel, understand their rights under the law, and are treated fairly and humanely. 
 
Global Rights Advocacy (GRA) 
https://www.globalrightsadvocacy.org/  
Contact Person: Alejandra Gonza, agonza@globalrightsadvocacy.org  
 
Global Rights Advocacy (GRA) is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing victims 
access to international human rights mechanisms through legal defense and advocacy. GRA 
promotes international human rights law in domestic policies and practices. 
 
Haitian Bridge Alliance 
4560 Alvarado Canyon Rd # 1H 
San Diego, CA 92120 
https://haitianbridgealliance.org/  
Contact Person: Erik Crew, ecrew@haitianbridge.org  
 
The Haitian Bridge Alliance (HBA) also known as “The BRIDGE” is a 501(c)(3) grassroots 
nonprofit community organization that advocates for fair and humane immigration policies and 
provides migrants and immigrants with humanitarian, legal, and social services, with a particular 
focus on Black people, the Haitian community, women and girls, LGBTQIA+ individuals, and 
survivors of torture and other human rights abuses. 
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Hope Border Institute 
8330 Park Haven Ave 
El Paso, TX 79907 
https://www.hopeborder.org/  
Contact Person: Jesús de la Torre, jdelatorre@hopeborder.org  
 
Grounded in Catholic social teaching, the Hope Border Institute (HOPE) is a strategy center for 
faith leaders pursuing justice at the US-Mexico border. Through a robust program of research, 
human rights advocacy, leadership development and humanitarian action, HOPE works 
collaboratively to build solidarity and the common good across borders. 
 
Human Rights First 
121 W 36th Street 
PMB 520 
New York, NY 10018 
https://humanrightsfirst.org/  
Contact Person: Christina Asencio, asencioc@humanrightsfirst.org  
 
Human Rights First is a nonprofit, nonpartisan international human rights organization founded 
in 1978 to address the lack of legal protection for refugees and asylum seekers. We work 
alongside human rights defenders, hold human rights abusers accountable, fight for the 
conditions that uphold democracy, and provide tools that bring the power of AI and advanced 
technologies to justice and human rights movements. Human Rights First is based in Los 
Angeles, New York, and Washington D.C. 
 
Immigration Services and Legal Advocacy (ISLA) 
3801 Canal Street, Suite 210 
New Orleans, LA 70119 
https://www.islaimmigration.org/  
Contact Person: Al Page, apage@islaimmigration.org  
 
Immigration Services and Legal Advocacy (ISLA) is a legal services organization that defends 
the rights of our immigrant communities and advocates for just and humane immigration policy. 
 
Immigrant Defenders Law Center (ImmDef) 
634 S Spring St 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 
https://www.immdef.org/  
Contact Person: Margaret Cargioli, MCargioli@immdef.org  
 
Immigrant Defenders Law Center (ImmDef) is a next-generation social justice law firm that 
defends immigrant communities against injustices in the U.S. immigration system. ImmDef uses 
a model of universal representation because we believe no immigrant should stand alone when 
facing our complex immigration system. ImmDef has a strong interest in ensuring that the 
federal government abides by its obligations under both domestic and international law, and that 
it respects the due process rights of immigrants and asylum seekers. 
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International Refugee Assistance Project (IRAP) 
One Battery Park Plaza, 33rd Floor 
New York, NY 10004 
https://refugeerights.org/  
Contact Person: Hannah Flamm, hflamm@refugeerights.org  
 
The International Refugee Assistance Project (IRAP) is a global non-governmental legal aid and 
advocacy organization working to create a world where refugees and all people seeking safety 
are empowered to claim their right to freedom of movement and a path to lasting refuge. 
 
Muslim Advocates 
P.O. Box 34440 
Washington, DC 20043 
https://muslimadvocates.org/ 
Contact Person: Sadaf Hasan, sadaf@muslimadvocates.org  
 
Muslim Advocates is a national legal-advocacy and social-justice organization that works with 
and for Black, African, Arab, Middle Eastern, Muslim, and South Asian people to build 
community power, dismantle discriminatory systems, and demand shared wellbeing. 
 
National Immigration Project 
1763 Columbia Road NW 
Suite 175 #896645 
Washington, DC 20009 
https://nipnlg.org/  
Contact Person: Ann Garcia, ann@nipnlg.org  
 
The National Immigration Project is a membership organization of attorneys, advocates, and 
community members who are driven by the belief that all people should be treated with dignity, 
live freely, and flourish. We litigate, advocate, educate, and build bridges across movements to 
ensure that those who are impacted by our immigration and criminal legal systems are uplifted 
and supported. 
 
Physicians for Human Rights 
520 8th Avenue Suite 2301, 23rd Floor 
New York, NY 10018 
https://phr.org/  
Contact Person: Michael Payne, mpayne@phr.org  
 
Since 1986, Physicians for Human Rights (PHR) has used science and medicine to document 
human rights abuses and advocate for accountability. PHR operates at the intersection of 
medicine, science, and law to secure human rights and justice for all. 
 
Public Counsel 
610 South Ardmore Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90005 
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https://publiccounsel.org/  
Contact Person: Rebecca Brown, rbrown@publiccounsel.org  
 
Public Counsel is a nonprofit public interest law firm in Los Angeles dedicated to advancing 
civil rights and racial and economic justice, as well as to amplifying the power of our clients 
through comprehensive legal advocacy. Founded in 1970 on and strengthened by a pro bono 
legal service model, Public Counsel’s staff and volunteers seek justice through direct legal 
services, promote healthy and resilient communities through education and outreach, and support 
community-led efforts to transform unjust systems in and beyond Los Angeles. 
 
Refugee Council USA (RCUSA) 
1628 16th St NW  
Washington, DC 20009 
https://rcusa.org/  
Contact Person: Meredith Owen Edwards, mowenedwards@rcusa.org  
 
RCUSA is a coalition of 42 member organizations, supporting and protecting the rights of 
forcibly displaced people. RCUSA envisions a just world in which people forced to flee their 
homes have agency, access to safety, and opportunity to thrive. RCUSA mobilizes expertise, 
ideas, and influence to protect the rights of forcibly displaced people and build more welcoming 
societies. 
 
Refugees International 
1800 M Street, NW 
Suite 405N 
Washington, DC 20036 
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/  
Contact Person: Yael Schacher, yschacher@refugeesinternational.org  
 
Refugees International is an independent, nonprofit organization established in Washington D.C 
in 1979 that advocates for lifesaving assistance, human rights, and protection for forcibly 
displaced people around the world. 
 
Southern Border Communities Coalition (SBCC) 
https://www.southernborder.org/ 
Contact Person: Ricky Garza, ricky@alliancesd.org  
 
Formed in March 2011, the Southern Border Communities Coalition (SBCC) brings together 
organizations from across the southwest border region within the United States. SBCC is made 
up of more than 100 organizations and is governed by a Steering Committee composed of 
representatives from California, Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas. SBCC’s primary mission is to 
ensure that border enforcement policies and practices are accountable and fair, respect human 
dignity and human rights, and prevent the loss of life in the region.  
 
United Stateless 
https://www.unitedstateless.org/  
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Contact Person: Karina Ambartsoumian-Clough, Karina@UnitedStateless.org  
 
United Stateless is a national organization led by stateless people whose mission is to build and 
inspire community among those affected by statelessness, and to advocate for their human rights 
to nationality. 
 
 
 
 




